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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image retrieval device 
and a program capable of retrieving images reflecting a users will. 
SOLUTION: An inquiry image and a plurality of images for retrieval 
are each entirely divided into a plurality of sub-blocks, and color 
and texture characteristics are extracted at each sub-block. In the 
sub-blocks where there are many pixels painted in a single color in 
the inquiry image, weight of a color characteristic relative to a 
texture characteristic is increased and similarity between the 
inquiry image and each of the plurality of images for retrieval is 
calculated. The images for retrieval are output in the order of 
decreasing similarities, to make it possible to reflect the will of the 
user who drew the images in a single color in consideration of the 
color characteristic. The images matching the user's will can be 
retrieved. 
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